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Blindness is surprisingly visible in historical artistic 
representations. Nevertheless, in disability studies 
visual impairment often takes second seat to 
mobility issues that require props. Since  the 
early Church Fathers, most famously through St. 
Augustine (d. 430), Jews have been associated 
metaphorically with blindness, because of their 
spiritual refusal to “view” Jesus as the Messiah. 

The female personification of Judaism, Synagoga, 
is generally depicted as blindfolded. This talk 
will seek to distinguish real medieval Jews from 
allegorical ones. In what contexts are vision or 
blindness emphasized in the iconography of Jews 
in Christian art? We will address case studies in the 
monumental arts of sculpture and stained glass, as 
well as in illuminated manuscripts.
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