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The talk will touch upon the understudied Armenian photographic heritage of Mandate Jerusalem
through the work by Elia Kahvedjian (1910-1999). Being an orphaned survivor of the Armenian
Genocide, Kahvedjian found shelter in Nazareth and later established his photographic studio, Elia
Photo-Service, in Jerusalem. Kahvedjian's photographic eye captured both hidden corners and
bustling bazaars of Jerusalem, documenting its transition from the British Mandate rule to the
State of Israel. Kahvedjian's images represent the intercommunal encounters and the fragile urban
environment of the multiethnic city through his cosmopolitan lens. While Kahvedjian did not
use photography to narrate his own trauma, | will echo Greg Grandin's question of whether the
subaltern can be seen by moving further and asking whether the subaltern can produce imagery
hence visibility outside of the nationalist discourses.
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